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should not get unduly in the way while she busied herself
about domestic duties.
In eighteenth-century paintings there are to be found
perhaps about half a dozen styles which are exceptions
to the elbow sleeve with frills. One of these is the
rather charming frilled sleeve which was worn sometimes
during the 'forties and 'fifties. This consisted of numerous
layers of tiny frills from shoulder to just below the
elbow. A long, tight sleeve was rarely worn, though
practically all the coats were made with a close-fitting
long sleeve.
Probably, owing to the extreme fullness of the frilled
* cuff/ coats were rarely worn. Cloaks, short capes, and a
sacque-backed over-gown were more often to be seen before
the 'twenties.
During the 'seventies and early 'eighties a fuller though
still short sleeve was almost as popular as the older style.
It was decorated with one or two tiny frills and finished at
the elbow, with no hanging lace * cuff.'
Italian ladies were slow to follow the Parisian fashion,
and we may find that almost throughout the century their
fashions are modified and that they are several years
behind in adopting .or discarding the new or old styles, as
the case might be.
One obvious and fascinating fashion that was essentially
Venetian in its inspiration, and only Italian in interpretation,
was the adoption of vast Venetian cloaks. Hoods sur-
rounded the face and covered the shoulders, and the
tricorne hat was worn over the hood. These three items
were as popular for men as for ladies.
The cloaks continued to be worn until the nineteenth
century, but the hats and hoods were of necessity aban-
doned when the wigs became too high and ornate to
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